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STAGEREVIEW

A CASE OF
SHIFTING
REALITIES

By LAWRENCE CHRISTON

n “Are You Sure?” at the Back

Alley Theatre, Sam Bobrick has

used his considerable experi-
ence and dexterity as a playwright
to thread the lines between the
indefinite categories of reality and
fantasy, gamesmanship and seri-
ousness, even between theater_and
fact,

How tantalizing “Are You Sure?”
really can be is hard to tell, though;
in this production the play wants to
float, but the players want to nail it
down,

Bobrick is best known as a com-
mercial writer, which is to say he
prefers a smoothed-out medium to a
thorny message. His “Norman, Is
That You?” and “Murder at the
Howard Johnsons” are dinner-the-
ater staples. But in “Are You Sure?”
we realize that he's a good deal
more clever than he’s let on; his role
as entertainer has distracted us
from his subtler teasing at the
relationship between illusory ap-
pearance and real response,

“Are You Sure?” is a rondo on
that theme, a play in the purest
sense of the word. At rise, we see a
soignee-looking Caroline lan-
guishing on a sofa, reading. Her
husband David glances at her fur-
tively and pours a mysterious pow-
der in a glass of wine before offering
it to her. “I won’t drink it,” she says,
with surprising casualness. “You've
poisoned it again.”

In a few short lines it’s suggested
that David wants to murder her for
her money. “Why do you make me
beg for everything?” he complains.
To prove her wrong, he slugs down
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Ronny Coz and Lois Nettleton in Sam Bobrick’s “Are You Sure?’

the drink and collapses. The young
maid, Marie, enters, sees his body
and screams. Caroline reads on,
unperturbed. In a minute, David will
rise and Marie will enter—an older,
different Marie.

The scene is a keynote. It hasn’t
happened in the real sense: No one
has actually died. It's happened in
someone’s mind, probably in Caro-
line’s, though a case can be made for
David’s as well, since suicide is the

masochist’s ultimate triumph over
himself.

The scene has been set up humor-
ously too. The one-liners spoof
innumerable murder-mysteries as
well as the oversaturated genre of
domestic misery. Those elements
continue throughout, with the
young maid reappearing in a variety
of guises, fantasy murders poured

Please see BOBRICK, Page 6
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‘DEATH IN VENICE' POSTPONED

Three March performances of Britten's “Desth in
Venice” by the Long Beaeh Grand Opern have been
postponed until fall, due to an aceumylated deficit of
$51.000, aceording to opera president Keith Polakoff,

Al a recent emergency seasion of the board of
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