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“Putting on.the Dog” is sel in a {unky rooming
house o a small New Mexican town, This laid-back
commedy Bbristes with colioguial cadency and the
ﬂik who aon’t say wha
they mean anyway. S

Fredarick Bail v:, talent as a plavw“aﬂh: is
showrased zt the Back Alley: The characters live
honzstiypthe environment creaks and smells and ths
scenes fiow, B\-» ’»'I.:* possibility of tugging heartstrings
is- ﬂlimpseu only fieetingly. Pechaps the playwright,

who alse direnss, is 120 close to his material © trim the
excess or tighien the slack which might enakle the
ematinpal Hie of this play 10 Binom.

The -romantic resolution of the two voung
YWright and heauteous Christy §i
irkasl may not hring the lumpinthethrost that is
indicated, bul "Patting on the Dog” nonetheless
defivers a fair share of charm and [aughs

Syivia Mecsdith 15 delightful as lowa, the almost-
geingenarian waliress whi runs the bosrding house.

Kurtwood Smith's ch:;rac:teﬂza-‘.;ﬁz}- 0, E gruff-c‘d hoy

e nI::r K K‘I L"ER‘P i.a-rp charagieri-

“zatinns. Joe Clarke r;ff«t.rs am unaffecting raricaiure of

- Bylviz Mersdith and Wurtwood Smiin pu? on ?:51
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Bill Steis’ clever ag d ayicative set is
the Canyon Pletores {§
and Allan Milier) pft

Toadles the dog, as
and demonsirates surpris

At the Back Alley Thealer in Vav my* {rapacity
53, 8 p.m. ThuSun, thiou g‘; Aug. 3 wket.s 24 and
Resepvations, 730-2240




