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LECIT DEVIEWS

PUTTII'IGCGH THE DOG

When :he show coster told me. !
wanfed o write 3 piay thar would
make seopie happy,” | axpecied an
avering of fuif, Frederick Basey's
“Putting on the Deg” is surprisingly
good {luwf, Rammer :han nsimdy
avaiding any human contlict, 3aiey
WIDTe firnoie peopie tn amusing situa-
noms, cast zharming aciors. and
directed a producton of sucn vitaiity
‘hat its sneer snerqy and joy enrer-
‘AT an audience.

rlis main characiar, jowa. runs a
toarding house in Frioie Canyon,
New Memco. She's grown oid and
drives dangerousiy. Jut nogody 'n
TR wants 1o yeser her with a craffic
cization. Written- as 3 Rumh Gordon
type, 3yivea Meredith's norrayal s
dar. She kils her ‘augns oy de-
emphasizing her sunch lines. Two of
her boarders. Don iBrucz 'Wrignt)
and Dorothy (Chrisiy  Sinmas:
artract one anotker. ‘Ahen ne oreaxs
a date wuh her, sia goes out wieh
Romerp ipiayed sincareiy. yut 2xces-
siveiy greasy oy ‘Wiliiam Utay) o
mase TUm jealous. [t works and. at
‘he fnat currain, Don and Dorothy
nead for Sappiy-aver-after-and.

Wright's periormance constandy
deiignts with 3 ingenuous entnNusi-
asm. Jimikas i3 well czast, Hurinexpe-
nenced. The other rwo Doargers are
Qfficer Kinkaid (plaved witn 3 sim-
=liciy that covers considarabie crast
by Daniei Kramer: and Gus. 2 mentai
retard. Joe Clarke's broag characiar
ization wouid De 00 mucn axgepr
that everything fe does comes irom
the soui. The ‘nal scene . Ougn
AvEr-WATIEN, 15 rouching. Kurtwood
Srruth has a fine line to waik as Sheriff
Chandlzr. On rhe one nand ne's a
selfisn coward who ‘erTonzes an
NNOCEnt Man, Jut can’t serve the
ncket ‘o lowa. On che oter, he
TEMAINS as .ovadie 3§ Queryone zise
in the vilainiess may. it's 2 peawctfui
performance. Mot 1o be overnoked
s Toogles, a3 Puppyzog. She
appears invoived in (Ne acnon wiln-
Jul upstagng the Rumans. n smailer
roies 3reve Tobolowsky 2nd B Stets
are exceilent.

Sters also designed a sat wmeh
Manages (o {ram several ACTing areas
o very smail spaces wiritour inter-
farmg wnti rrafic, a maor acheve-
ment. Jeanne Van Corr's tosiumes
add a dimenswon 0 2ach of :he
sharaciers.

“Putting an the Dog” aroves thata
smple romanne comedy  Zoesn’t
nave @ D@ mindless 0 De eniovaoie.
It miavs ar re Back Aliey Thearrs,
15221 Burbamx Blud.. Van Muys,
Thurs.- Jun. at 3:00. 730-2240,

—Jam Asher



