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As we see it |
By Herbert G. Luft
Playgoing

¥ Barbara Rush, .in “A‘
Woman of Indepengent
Means,” for many weeks
playmg to 5.R.0. capacity
at the Back Alley Theatre
before going on with the
show to Broadway, renders !
a virtuoso performance'
with a magnitude of super-
latives one can hardly de-
scribe.

In her one-woman show,
she ison stage alone for 2%
hours, carrying not only a
constant flow of monologue
casually made up in the
form of letters, but also ac-
centuates each event in a

-southern belle’s life with
coquettish gestures, witty
asides and genuine senti-
ments that make you laugh
and cry. Before our eyes,
the young lady ages from a
wide-eyed teenager to a
matron of past 75.

Based on the bestselling
novel . by Elizabeth- For-
sythe Hailey who has in-
terwoven in her own tage .
adaptation the pla i
lationship of our herome
with a gentle friend, a Jew-
ish financeer who helped
and advised her whenever
necessary — even to the
point of endangetifig his
own marriage. This in- -
terlude is developed casu-
ally and unpretentiously
and adds charm and digni-
ty to the unique stage pres-
entation.

“A Woman of Independ '
ent Means” was directed
by Norman Cohen who last
season guided the con-
troversial drama ‘“‘Desert
Fire’' at the Coronet
Theatre, and produced by
the team of Laura Zucker
and Allan Miller. . =]




