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STAGE

By Tom Jacobs

Daily News Theater Critic

‘ nique” -is too often
used to describe
things that are not.

But in case of Donald Margu-

lies' superb drama “Found a

Peanut,” which is currently in its

Back Alley Theatre, the term
. seems justified.

Consider: It's unlikely there

has ever been a play that looks

! at the world of children from a

hard-edged, non-sentimental

view, or one that drama-
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hood experiences shape our
adult personalities.

West Coast premiere at the

‘Peanut’: more th

None of this would work, of
course, if the adult actors weren't
absolutely convincing as kids —
which they all are at the Back
Alley. Director Arabian's produc-
tion captures the physicality of a
child’s world — the actors, like
most kids, do a lot of running
around and climbing fences.

Three actors do particularly
fine work: Lycia Naff as the quin-
tessential little sister; Willlam
DeAcutis as the nerdy Jeffrey
Smolowitz; and Leslie Jordan as
S-year-old Little Earl, the young-
est child we meet.

DeAcutis avoids all the cliches
playing a character who is contin-
ually picked on or ignored, and
when the bullies bash him against
a fence and steal his rubber ball,
his physical and emotional pain
seems very, very real. His per-
formance underlines Margulies’
point: that this world is in many
ways a reflection of the adult

| world, and neither is very pretty.

THEATER

an the shell

'of childhood

STAGEVIEW

B The play: “Found a Peanut.”
B Where: Back Alley Theatre,
15231 Burbank Bivd., Van Nuys.
# When: 8 p.m. Wednesday
through Saturday, 3 and 8 p.m.
Sunday, indefinitely.
B Starring: David O. Cameron,
i William DeAcutis, Lycia Naff,
' Winifred Freedman, Leslie Jordan
" and Jeffrey Rogers. BRLEE
"l Behind'the scenes: Wriltéh' By ™
| Donald Margulies. Direct i
- Michael Arabian. £l
H Tickets: $13 to $15. Caf1d18)*
780-2240.
M Our rating: A
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this weekend has to offer

Were our childhoods as idyllic as most
of us remember them? Are our
personalities pretty well defined early In
life? What is it really like to be a child?
Playwright Donald Margulies asks these
provocative questions in his unique
“Found a Peanut,” currently playing at
the Back Alley Theatre, 15231 Burbank
Bivd., Van Nuys.

Michael Arabian's vivid, energetic

“Peanut” actors, from left, Lycla Naff, Willlam DeAcutis and Jeffrey Rogers.
Adult actors up to the task of probing childhood issues

pmducﬁonshmmaowphdhmnh
a Brooklyn back yard in 1962. Adult
actors do an amazingly convincing job

characters ranging in age
from 5 to 14.

. Performances are at 8 pm. ;
Wednesday through Saturday and at 3
and 8 p.m. Sunday. For tickets, call
(818) 780-2240.

— Tom Jacobs




