H An Involved Audience

A Valley theater invites members of the
audience to discuss the environmental issues
raisedina play.
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; Dlgcus_smg the p[ay “Ringers” are, from Ieft toxic-waste spaaahst Florencs Pearson, actress Dlana Daves ‘and Sierra Club’s Fritzi Bamqtem ;




Subject Is Hazardous— Waste Dumpmg

By ALLA.N JALON, T‘imes Staj'j' Writer

Many, mergaefs‘ would envy the apportumty
- that Louis Biderman had last week at the Back
Alley Theatre in Van Nuqrs
After the evening's play ended and the lights -
f mme on, the management asked Biderman to
" comment on the play and its main toplc—hawd-
' pus-waste dumping.
“The issue is a very serious one, very important,
but the play was totally unrealistic,” said Biderman. :
#a Van Nuys resident who was in the audience at a
ﬁpreview last Wednesday night. "
: e are like that,” countered another play- }
mgoer Debbie Olsen of Granada Hills, referring to the *
“characters on stage. “T know peop!e like that.”
The remarks typified the openness and wntraat-
“'ing perceptions of audience members that enliv-''
ened the Back Alley"8'most emphatic effort Yet to
link a play to'the social or political realities it -
reflects. The play is called “Ringers,” and the Back
““ Alley is holding audience forums after every:
‘Wednesday performance to explore the environ- " -
mental issues the play raises. The comments were
made at the first of the forums. -
‘" In the past, the theater has never held more than
" one audience forum per production. :

", Contaminated Bricks

BT

- “Ringers,” set in Denver, focuses on a mason's ;.
 dilemma about what he should do with a large
number of radioactive bricks he has bought. Denver
playwrisht Frank X. Hogan based his play on the .,
. 1979 discovery in his home city of 31 radioactive
;. dump sites, The sites contained radioactive ores aruj
| 2 their bypmdu;:ta that were dumped by the flourish-:
;.ing ore-processing industry the city had in the
¥541920s. Some of e was found in a brickyard.. -
%" The play has only one reference to the actual’
& dump-site discoveries, but Hogan says that, in.
. Denver, where the play was first produced a year -
Ak ago, audience members were aware of its link to the
- headline-making incidents that inspired it.
"+ Laura Zucker and Allan Miller, the Back Alley‘a
. artistic directors, are trying to create a similar .
\ connection for their audience, drawn mosl.ly from .
.1  the San Fernando Valley. On the program's cover is .
: ig ‘a collage of stories and headlines on news events in’

'the Valley. siich as “13 ‘Area F':ma Hit With"_
Air-Pollution Penalties,” 2 Charged With ﬂlegal
Storage of Explosives in Nort!u-idge Shop" y
“Scores Hurt by Leaking Chemi
' ‘The Back Alley has invited oﬂiciah from' locnl
environmental  agencies. and activists' from'the '/
. Sierra Club_ and other groups to lead audience
discussions : on hazardous-waste dumping at '
. Wednesday performances through Dec. 18. The "~
play, which has been in previews since Halloween ¥
. had its formal opening Saturday night, =+ ! :
The invited experts last Wednesday were Fritzi'
Bemslein, soud-waste__chairman of t.he‘_ Sierra.

hei f1

play stayed for the discussion. Asked if the forum -
~was successful, Zucker said: “Yes and no.'I wish” “
' more people had stayed, but I felt that those who '
* ' stayed, there were some valuable things expressed.’
Vi 'I'hepurposeforthefummi.s to get people thinking.

Ellzsbeth Beale nnd James Fonseca stayed on .for forpm at Back Alley Theatre in'Van Nuys

Club's Southern California Resional Conservation

Committee, and Florence Pearson, a state waste- L,

' management specialist. The two women sat before "%
' the audience with Diana Daves, an actress who ' 34

handles ' public ' relations for the Back Alle:r.
between them to field the questions.”" ¥
Only about 10 of the 80 people who ntumded the
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45 %Tg tell you the truth, the
i ground-water problem in the Val-
}:" ley terrifies me,” Zucker said, re-

- ferring to government reports of '
:--pollw.edwellam the area. “I think
'~ other people are concerned but no -
. one knows what to do.”

Pearson sa.id I.he govemment is
using the threat of monetary pen-
alties to persuade industries to
reduce the quantity of hazardous

e
b
&
o

process, she added.
In a telephone interview from
Denver, Hogan, 36, who writes

waste they produce. But it is a slow

.. for the discussion also seemed to
- sghare Zucker's worry about local

A number of those who stayed

hazardous-waste problems. “It

~-seems that every day I'm reading

' in the paper about more and more

illegal dumping in the Valley,” one

““woman said. “Is the problem get-

ﬂngwurseorarewejustheaﬂng
nnreabm.rtit’" 2

'Pullem Getting Worse'

" Before anyone could  answer,
"another woman said, “Santa Moni-

_ca Bay; boy, some of the problems
mgeu.lngworse

Answered Pearson: “I think it's
boih. I think there is more report-
ing,butlalsothh:kthepmblemisa

¢ asked Joanne Fieischer of North-
« ridge.

feature stories and a weekly col-
umn for an alternative paper called
Westword, said he wrote the play

.. to explore the personal side of the
.environmental issue.  °

“I wanted to show. that’ 1i’s not

just something in a headline,” Ho- .

gan said. “Here in Denver we have
a very bad air pollution problem,

_'and the city has instituted a clean-
air program, which is a voluntary
- program designed to get people to
not drive one day a week. It's not |
working. Nobody wants to take the |~~~

responsibility, nobody wants to
take their little part.”

In Hogan's play, the mason,

 Keith Rankowski, buys the bricks

at a, discount from his broth-
er-in-law, who has not told him
they are radioactive, The mason
knows something is wrong but he
doesn't ask questions, and instead

- dreamaofmakingahigproﬁtonhis_

','

: next job. When Ihe et abot the

bricks is discovered he is black-
balled in the industry.

-To prove to colleagues that he is

.not dumping the bricks, he uses
them to build an elaborate house.
-, However, his wife becomes preg-
mmt and moves out, and Rankows-
lr.i must decide whether to leave
” also or live in a radioactive house.

- Zucker, whose husband, Miller,
dlrected the play, said she had
‘hoped the audience forum would
revolve around environmental top-

., a superb bricklayer and that he is’

ics, Some of the comments did. But.

the discussion also focused on the

- mechanies of the play, Hogan’s first

professionally produced effort. .
“It seemed to me that the author

PLAY Dlalogue Begms After the Curtaln Falls
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was Lrying to do two th.ngs and
neither of them worked,” said Dr.
Elizabeth Beale of Thousand Oaks.
“He was trying to deal with some -
serious issues and he was trying to -
write some sort of mmedy 1 d.idn't

. think it was funny.” ’

. Said Fleischer: “1 thought it was -
funny. And if it weren't funny, it
, would have been depressing.”
“Iregard it as a kind of allegory,”
the Sierra Club’s Bernstein said.
“Here we have a person who is
trying to deal with a moral dilem- "’
ma and with all the aspects of his _
personal life, too. I don't think it
was a great play, but if you look '
inside the playwright's mind you -
can see that he had some pretty
important ideas to deliver.” R
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