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er old and new friends alike

are cordially invited to meet

Elizabeth Alcott Steed Gar-

ner this month at the Back Alley
Theatre—if they can get in. _
Your reviewer first met the pur-

. poseful - Elizabeth in 1978 in the

pages of Elizabeth Forsythe Hail-
ey’s novel-in-letters, “A Woman of
Independent Means.” At first, we
weren't sure we liked her high-
handed charm. In fact, we were
quite sure we didn’t. But by the last
letter (Elizabeth an old lady now,
learning to write again after having

“suffered a stroke), we would have

marched through fire for her,

' That's likely to be the reader’s

reaction to Barbara Rush in the new
one-woman stage version of “A
Woman of Independent Means” (al-
so by Hailey) at the Back Alley.
Rush picks up every trick, and
leaves you a blubbeting fool at the
end. Unfortunately, enough people
have already seen the show to send
all their friends to it, and there are
almost no tickets to be had.
Elizabeth, of course, would man-

age it. She would sit down at her
graceful writing desk and compoae

one of her unrefusable let%:

“Dear Back Alley Theatre: Ho
wonderful to learn that the Los,

Angeles theater renaissance contin-

ues, with yet another deﬂghtflﬂ—-

_and original—play! Untortunate&y,L

my husband and I will be visiting
your city from Dallas for only afew ;
days. Dare we hope. , .?”

Enclosed, the Back Alley would

probably find a $250 “donation.”
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Rush reminds us that that'’s how
Elizabeth got her son on the list at

Choate. An unscrupulous woman?

Certainly not. We see her sense of

~ honor when she insists that her late

husband’s insurance company not
default on its policyholders. She

simply believes in “supervising” :

_life, in so tar as this is possible.

Int.imat.ely—«this is part of her fine-
ness—she knows that it’s not.
. It’s delightful to watch Rush

' manage the world from her writing
- desk, not without hard feelings on

the part of the managed, all the
funnier for our having to imagine
them. There’s the time when she

retrieves Mama's marriage bed from

Papa and his new, young wife. Twin
beds placed side by side, she assures
them in her best smarmy Emily
mmmer, give “entirely the
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Barbara Rush, “A Woman of Independent Means” at Back Alley
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