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S"rAGE WATCH chiefly from audience reaction—so positive that the
one-woman play, adapied by Hailey from her novel of
: the same name, has been extended to Jan. 29,
Continued from Page 1 1f the news sbout Betsy ia all good, the news about her
highest level.” playwright husband Oliver Halley is both bad and good.

For director Greenwald, who has been working in
film and television for the last six years, "having my
passions 8o intensely arcused has been tremendously
exciting. Half the play is subtext,” he sald, “We've been
locking far ways to clarify that. Some of Richard's rage
should turn people off, but, as the play unfolds, what
seemed unacceptable becomes at least understanda-
ble—whether you accept il or not. We went into this
mmmw!dummuw»mm veseena
lot of grown men ery.”

Knee-deep in rewrites, Thompson emphasized: "“This
isn'L just a laber of love; iU's my essential play. It comes
from & point of real enger and pain. Some plays, e
“West Side Waltz,” come from an effort at a certain style.
This one's from the guL

“It's not only about the death of a child; it's about
dealing with loss. There's a terrible lint "Face it,
embrace [, erase i’ That's not merely glib. It's a

cal statement.
But does it work?
“We're making a faur-scene play into a thre

The bad news is that Oliver, who had been running
the playwrights’ unit at the Back Alley for two years,
has resigned. He and Back Alley producing co-director
Laura Zucker cited classic—and similar—reasons for
the parting of their ways: growing artistic differences.
Bill Froug of UCLA will takeover Hailey's dities.

“Our differences really go back to M Hours.'"
Zucker said, referring to an earlier bill of one-scta. “T've
always had a lot of regard for Oliver, and that does not
change. He just felt our cholces were not cheices he
could support any longer.”

“We have divergent tastes,” Hailey echoed, “and we
handle pecple differently. The parting made me sad, but
Thave too good & time working with playwrights to stay
away from it I'm lining up scmething else.”

The good mews 1a that Hailey's play “Triptych,” done
at UCLA in 1§78, will open a1 Chicago's Apollo Theater
on Jan. 4. The Hailey family leaves for the Windy City
Christmas Day on Amtrak.

Said Oliver Hailey: “We'll pretend it's the Twenticth

play,” Thampson replied, “which won't mean much to
anyone who hasn't seen it, but the momentum that
mm;wmu—ummmdlkﬁmum
unstoppable. Again. it's a question of balance.
“This play is not unhopeful *
o
What \umwmn; wl!.h 'l‘he Wrong Box” that

“There is no one thing lJul would suffice s an
answer,” said Matthew Rushton of the Catalina Produe-
mm.am:mmmmmlﬂun
musical that had a dry run at the Cast Theatre last year.
“It was problems in all areas. Some amects were
wonderful, some weren't working at all”
Economics also

an Equity contract—and the option on the material had
to be renewed by Dec. 1. “When it became clear we
couldn’t selve all the problems in the here and now.”
FRushton said, “we passed.”

o
Elizabeth (Betsy) Forsythe Hailey's “A Woman of

im Dec. i 10 and 12 Encouragement to do so has come

Century Limited and fa
o
Inside Moves: “Get Happy" has extended again at the
Pilot Theatre (through Dee. 18) and would like to move
to the Westwood Playhouse after lan MeKellen's stint in
ting Shakespeare.” The interest was confirmed by
the wml'wa Norman Maibaum who added: “The

—l

alsing They hope to
mmmmwmmﬁmm
Also interested in the Westwood at some future date

is “Bluefish Cove” which has a new co-producer
aboard. Jerry Wheeler. A movie deal is reportedly
imminent—and a possible move to San Francisco’s
Alcazar, Stay tuned.

And speaking of the Westwood, guess where “Movie
Star,” cne of its long- running hits, is surfacing next? At
the La Mirada Civic—a long way from Broadway, . , .
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