Theati'e
Talk

By Ruth E. Maier
First off, congratulations to the
idden Hills Players whose pro-
iction of "Ernest In Love” has
ren extended to mid-September
acluding Labor Day weekend!)
Il performances are sell-outs in
ie tiny playhouse hidden away
i\ Hiddern' Hills, so

"Ernest In Love” is the musi-
ilized version of Oscar Wilde's
assic, "The Importance Of
eing Emnest.” Veddy British,
ure escape, and an emjoyable
vening. The score is light and
himsical; the cast delivers;
nd the audiences go away
appy. The box office numbers
re either 716-6600 or 348-6263.
Quite the opposite in theme
nd social conditions is the pro-
uction of “Found A Peanut” at
ie Back Alley Theatre in Van
‘uys. The very realistic and
oubled world of the young
uring the 1960's is the setting
or the play. Neighborhood
ullies, the loneliness of latch-
ey children, and the immediate
read of school re-opening the
llowing day are the focus of
laywright Donald Margulie's
Titing.

(Clockwise from top) David Crissman, James Sullivan, Suzanna
Kramer, Joyce Miller and Nancy Gulla in "Ernest in Love” at the

Hidden Hills Players.

The management at the Back
Alley, with an eye towards com-
munity involvement, has estab-
lished the policy of having know-
ledgeable guests (such as child
psychologists) chair a post-play
discussion’ Wednesday nights -
about the problems intrinsic to
the plot. I found it particularly
interesting that most of the ques-
tions came from the seniors in
the audience. Also a cast mem-
ber, Jeffrey Rogers, stayed to
participate. This shows great
dedication on Jeffrey's part
since, in Equity Waiver produc-
tions, the actors are not paid.
I've been told that, besides the
possibility of being seen by
representatives from the TV and
film industries, the sheer artistic

fulfillment of participating in
live theatre is rewarding. Be-
yond that, Jeffrey freely gave
of his own time after a physically
gruelling performance. I think
that's great!

"Found A Peanut” runs until
Sept. 21 - performances Wednes-
day - Sunday at 8, Sunday matin-
ee at 3 p.m. For reservations call
the Back Alley Theatre, 15231
Burbank Blvd., Van Nuys,

1803240, — ~——
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- finds a dead bird and decides to bury it, he finds instead a buried bag of =

“FOUND A PEANUT” "

Back Alley Theatre is back at it, bringing us innovative, original theatre piece:
This time, “Found A Peanut” by Donald Margulies takes us mlotheuv*'ul‘d
children. Like William Golding in his revelatory “Lord of the Flies,
reveals the mythic nature of children: how the law of the jungle rules young
the personal belief of “fairness” is rountinely violated.

Ha\nug adults play children always runs a risk of entering into mannered
ness.” And the first few moments of “Found a Peanut” are precarious. Bmm
naturalistic, concentrated efforts of director Michael Arabian's ensembie: hhl
outof ourdisbeliefand into the grimey backyarﬂwm-ldnl‘l\llle.km

Joanie.

Left to Right; Lycia Nafl, Winifred F Darid O. Cameros, Willam DeAcatia, &
Jordan (beiow). FOUND A PEANUT, directed by Michael Arabisn at the Buck

Mike (David Cameron) is the 1 ch who is friends with a
unpopular boy, Jeff (sensitively played by William De Acutis) who is teased at,
oppurtunily by Scott, (Jcﬂ'my Rogers) a :llghﬂy older boy Mike wanty §

especially when Melody (a splendid performance by Lycia Naff) and her fii
Joanie (Winifred Freedman) appear on the scene with their dolls. All of the
tolerate Little Earl, a toddler(Leslie Jordan), who mostly gets in the way. Wh

which sets in motion the avarice of all the children and the brute force of #

without intermission, mounts in tension, we feel swept into the old feelings of’
we had as children when we had to face danger without the aid of our pareni

There are many fine moments in “Found A Peanut,” but some of the best
done by Ben Mittleman as the bully, Emie. Sometimes it’s difficult to pi#
where the inspiration for a characterization lies: in this case, it could be in th
ing, the suggestion of the director, or the inspiration of the actor. Mitt
Ermie, performs standard acts of violence against those smaller than he is
sense that his emotions are running out of control — thnheismlh sha:
himself, but at the same time, cannot help himself

“Found A Peanut” continues Wednesdays through Snndlya at 8:00, with
matinee at 3 p.m., through August 10. Phone the Back Alley Theatre, o
15231 Burbank Blvd, Van Nuys, at 780-2240 for reservations and more
mation. . )



