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it’s the labeling
that isn’t right for
‘What’s Wrong?’
can get in the way of

s a show. Advertising

gives an audience preconcep-
twens about what they will
see onstage — and any devia-
tton can leave them disap-
pointed. .

That may be a what’s
wreng with “What's Wrong
With This Picture,” current-
ly at the Back Alley Theatre
in Van Nuys. Billed as a
comedy, it falls more easily
into the tragicomic mode of
modern Neil Simon: serious
hoeme truths with a little
Izughter to break the ten-
sion.

Shirlev hos died, suddenly
and much too seon. Har hus-
band refuses to ackrswledge
her death; her son plays at
amiable devil-may-care o
counterbalance his over-
whelmed father. Her mother
in-law behaves with total

OMETIMES billing

insensitivity. Noboedy deals

with the reality of loss.

5o Shirley raturns, Her job,
ance she herself understands
it. is to push her family out of
derial and into the next,
healing process of grief.

The cast is well-known,
and first raie. Phoebe Dorin
gives Shirley a much-needed
vitality. Allan Miller manag-
ew a drawn quality as Mort,
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tillian Adams

the husband, which plays
well against all that vikrant
Eneryy.

Juamnes Stern makes the son
likable and elastic, while
Patti Deutsch gives Mort’s
sister a siifled quality, which
explains Mort’s own hesitan-
cy. Lillian Adams is the ulti-
mate managing Jewish moth-
e¢r, while Bandy Kenyon
makes Mort’s vague father
one of the warmest charac-
fers in the play.

What they accomplish is
funry, touching, thought
provoiking and heart catching
by turns. There are no riot-
ous laughs, just warm smiles
and serious thought in this
one. :

"What's Wrorr With Thas
Picture?™” pia shursday
through Sundsy evenings,
and Sunday matinees, at
feast through Mareh 20, Tt is
well directed by “General
Hospital’'s” Stuart Damon.
The theuter is located at
15231 Burbank Blvd, in Van
Nuys. For information, cali
1818) TRO-2240,




