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Thera arg only two words that
¢ome o mind when deseribing
T2 Baok Alley Theatre, minimal
a1 marvelous. There's no gliz,
e gharor, ne protense. Go o

¥

o

Back Aller Theatre amd
ok ia find what Geater is all

ir current perfornance, Will
U's A Walk on the Wild
&7 1» a competling musical

ez ogle w0 feel secomiplished and
worthy o0 Life, T foliow s his rise
a4 fall snd the fives of the

ol fio touches wmd who louch

" Lakes o fook at tife when
w2 hit ek bottom and asks the
guostion. “How much will we scll
of ourselves W survise ™

That s but onz ol the many
meralistic questions conlronted in
1h:s play. The morals are laved
throughout the sory and, 3
1oa're Nl paying AenLion, you
cin mis~ them,

cemiors around Ding. a
wrang. mpressionable youk
from Tovas, shose goal in life is
te mane up. Dose, playedl Iy
rema-gemer Jeb Brown, has bat
ors thin g stambing in lus wa of
1ame and forune. He cansot read.

He s L Mexgan woman
1nan eflon w overcoms his
tazdicagr amt works in ber small
peaamran in e hanee for eading
[(NEE¥R {1 OV

‘A Walk on the Wild Side' is currently playing at the Back Alley
Theatre, located at 15231 Burbank Bivd. Showtimes are Thursdays at
$ p.m. and Fridays-Sundays at 7 p.m. The Sunday matinee begins at 2
p.m. Ticket prices range fram $14.50 to $18.50 (53 student discount ).

Dove brings his mew menora
childrens' book aboula in
saldier's travels around the world,
Adl the tin soldicr wants (o do s
reieen W his hame, o safcty and
accepance,

The small book is merewined
throughout the play, paralleling
the plot of the performance.

Taiya Ferro plays the Mexican
woman, Terasing, who takes
Duove in and cventually (eaches
him morc than just reading. The
twists and wrns of life separae
the couple amnd Dove vertures 10

New Orleans o move up again.

Onee tn New Orleans, Dove,
Tike cveryone else in this deshitule
periad, stands face-1o-face with
Maslow's hicrarchy of aced.

First, cOmes the sIruggle 1o sur-
vive, In desperation, he aceepts 3
juby in a brothel, which goes
against every moral he has ever
held.

Dove linds cosfort and accep-
1ance i his new job because he
hecomes the center of atlention
anud ol the Dusiness isell, He
Toses Timselt mdnnk, AL this
point, hie i also dostin his ows
ero and conies ko behieve ihat he
b tinatly soved i

A tias whale slory uess, s

does Dove's luck. He is once
again confronted with the reality
of his desolate circumstances.

In the end, Dove accomplishes
what he originaily set out 1o do.
He learns 1o read. But, there is
yet again another twisl of fate and
plot icaving Dove in much the
samc condilion as the 1in soldicr
al the end of the childrens’ book.

Ferro has an incredible voice
and does a wonder(ul job of
playing Terasina. Her singag is
more believable than her iting
somctimes, but her strong and
melodic voice makes hor per-
formance worthwhits. “Shul Gut
the Night™ and “Since the Night”
are excellent showcases for
Ferro's musical range.

Bronwn, on the other hand is not
as impressive a singer, but his
characier dees not really demand
hint (o be. The ignorant Dove can
easily got away with singing in
his aw n chargler’s voive,

Dove's IRTOICT wWas over-
played in points throughoul the
beginning ol Act !

The charag Ierstic [gnoranee
was magnificd uaul, ot tmes, i
almost seemed s though Brown
wis playing a siovk characler,
rather than e roal-ts-dile by o
the Texas couniry side,

As the play progressed, Brown
began fecling more comlorable
with the characer, as he was not
required 1o be so intelectually
inept. He did a [antastic job of
maintaining Dove’s original man-
nerisms and veice inflections,
gven after Dove's personalily
changed in the play.

The star alraction 1% Adrianne
Barbeau, of elevision's ~Maade”

and Rodney Dangerfaild's “Back .

10 School.” She doesn™t gel her
chance to really perform until Act
.

She plays 2 hooker who is less
than happy with her lifestyle, but
like everyone else in thas play.
docsn’l have much of a choice.
It’s a means of survival. Her per-
formance is very belivvabbe and
her voice fits the ~ong “Fancy
Nighttime Woman™ beautifulls.

The supporting cast dogs & good
job of portraying alt of the happi-
ness, the sorrow, the sarcasm and
the wit ihat was wriltten imo Lhe
scripl.

When entering, the Back Alley
whelming. overproduced sets and
costumes. This is not “Les Miser-
ahles.” Just experl 16 s what
thwater is albabout, The aclons
rely on 1heis performanee t pull
1he show wwether, not Tashy <eis
OF DETER Ccostumes amd aweseaw
light show s,

This is the backbonie of dhater.
the beginnings. the heant, This s
where vvery g acle slaris
out and prays. as e castanm fises
that it witl o2 be where e onds.
Thas is theher at i by
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The cast of "A Waik on the Wid Side” pedoms the sotg "Lt Dadey ™



