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even-more-Jewish New York, at the
Manhattan Theatre Club, with
Madeline Kahn as Shirley. Bat Mar-

" gulies was dissatisfied with the pro-

duction, and closed the show before
critics had time to review it.

Now the play has been resur-
rected in Los Angeles; and though

the script has changed, the eharac-
" ters remain very Jewish. For Mar-

guilies has always written about
lews. :

“I tend to write about what I know
best,” he explains, especially as a
playwright-in-residence of the Jewish
Repertory Theatre in New York.

- The playwright, after all, is Brooklyn

born and bred, from the likes of
Sheepshead Bay and Brighton Beach
and Coney Island. He now fives in

Manhattan. Many of his characters, .

accordingly, refiect that background:
there’s 1l-year-old Jeff Smolowitz,
the nerdy brain of the critically-ac-
claimed Found g Peanui (directed, at
Manhattan's prestigious Public The-
ater, by Claudia Weill); a CBS pilot
(now shelved) called Danny, about a

young Jewish bachelor who lives in -

Manhattan and works at a commun-
ty center; an ABC pilot (also shelved)

" called Great Society, featuring a Jew-

ish flower child named Doris (aka

Dove) Moscowitz.

ow with all those last names

that end in "witz,” it comes as
no surprise that producers some-
times wish Margulies would tore
down his Jewish-ese. (Hollywood, oi-
ter all, is a place where evis director
Paul Mazurskr uas to justify Jewish
characters.) “He's 2 wonderful writ-

er,” they tell his agent, “but cant you .

show us anything less Jewish?”

No way, Margulies says. “I've got
a lot of plays in me,” he explains the's
only 33}, “and Fm not going to censor
.my subject matter.”

The playwright, for his part, was

““terribly offended” by the Broadway

version of Brighton Beach Memoirs;
“it was cast in such a goyishe way it
was unbelieveabe,” he says. And
he’s disgusted hy the way Hollywood
whitewashes ethnicities: the Dis-
neyized Color Purple, for instance.

~ But Margulies remains optimistic.
His pal John Patrick Shanley wrote
Moonstruck, with all its incorrigible

“ Italians, and audiences love it. And

Christopher Durang wtites only
about Catholics, Harvey Fierstein
about homosexuals, Tennesszee
Wiliams about the South; so why
can't he write about Jews?

Accordingly, Margulies's latest
play is also about Jews — Jewish
Holocaust survivors and their chil-
dren, to be exact. If you ask, Mar-
gulies will tell you he's always been
obsessed by the Shoah; at 5, he re-
members asking about the tattooed
numbers on his neighbor Ida's arm.

His new play is called The Model
Apariment, and it’s bound 1o be con-
troversial, according to the play-
wright. It becomes a sort of
Frankenstein story,” he says, cryp-

-tically; the survivors moid their child
into a monster, so rooted are they in
the horrors of the past. '

As it happens, a stage reading of -
The Model Apartment will play at the
L.A. Theatre Center March 4 and 6,
at 2 p.m. and 10:30 a.m., respec-
tively. -~ .
" Meanwhile, Margulies is working
on an-episude of a Baly Boom, TV
spinoff, to air on ABC. *1 should be
working on that even as we speak,”
he says, playfully, then traipses back
to his computer, O

For information about What's
Wrong With This Picture, call the
Back Alley Theatre at (818) 780-2240.
For information about The Modet
Apartment, call the L.A. Theuater
Center at (213} 627-5589.




