20 READER September 16, 1988

AWalk on the Wild Slde. Wil Holt's musical ad-

aptation of the Nelson Algren novel proves
problematic. An Innocuous score and surface-
level characterization weaken Algren’s dark,
seamy tale of Deprestion-era desperation. The
action centers around Dove, an Hiiterate boy In
pursult of financlal success. An Ironic turn of
events finds Dove making his fortune as a peep-
show stud at a house of prostitution. This
treatment dellvers some of the novel’s poetry,
but none of its staying power. Characters lose
their complexities for the sake of a simplified
story, and Dove's redemption becomes an-
other predictable plot point. {Reviewed by All-
son Sloane.) Back Alley Theatre, 15231 Bur-
bank BI, Van Nuys, (818) 780-2240. Thursat 8,
Fris-Suns at 7, Sun mats at 2. Closes November
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