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- What sort of theater does one
stage for children? For most peo-
ple, the answer scems 1o bhe wa-
tered-down, musical versions of

.- Will and Dion Alden Holt
P — ‘have a better
EVIEW -idea They're in-

" terested in tell-

ing tales kids can relate to direct-
Iy, They're interested in using
theater 1o help kids face their
fears directly and understand that

lite isn't as scary as it might ;

seem.
“Max and Zoey, Zoey and
Max."” their latcst collaboration,
is receiving its world premiere at
the Back Alley Theatre in Van
Nuys. it is a wonderful way for
parents to introduce their 3- to 3-
year-old children to theater. It al-
30 may stimulate some worth-
while parent-child conversations.
This 50-minute musical, which
was commissioned by the Back
Alley, consists of adaptations of
two of Dion Holt’s short stories.
The first deals with chicken pox:
the secodd, with the strange
noises kids hear between the time
Mom turns off the bedroom light
and the time they finally fail
asleep. -
In both cases. the Hoits try to
demystify the strange and scary.
[n the first cpisode, they explain
how the body fights off disease by
having twe groups of kids from
the audience engage in a tug-of-
war, Later, they give the kids lit-
tle red dots to stick on their faces.
Message: Don't be scared of
changes in vour body.
in the second episode, the
Hoits deal with the fear of night

Child’s play with a difference

THE FACTS

8 The play: “Max and Zoey, Zoey
and Max."

B Where: Back Alley Theatre,
15221 Burbank Blvd., Van Nuys, -
W When: t1am. and 1 pm.
Saturday and Sunday, through Auyg. 8
{and Aug. 26 through Sept. 17),

B Starring: Lisa Gates, Terri Girvin
and Ken Hoit.

M Behind the scenas: Written by
Dion Alden Holt and Will Holt. Music
by Will Holt. Directed by Gretchen
Carbett,

- B Tickets: $6.50. For more

information, call (818) 780-2240.

3 Our rating: Joirkk

wXIE — don't mise it wkd — worth your
whilg: W& — has its moments: % — it vou mysk:
@ — don't bother.

noises by having the audience
members make such sounds
themselves. The hope is that after
these kids have been making
their own calis and cackies, they
might not be quise so frightened
by the sounds they hear in the
might.

These are well-thought-out
pieces, augmented by Will Holt’s
charming music and bright per-
formances by Lisa Gates, Terri
Girvin and Ken Hoit. Gretch
Corbett directed. '

Ken Hait, left, Terri Girvin and Lisa Gates star in “"Max and Zoey,

Zoey and Max” at the Back Allsy Theatre.




