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“*The Deal,” playing at the Back Alley Theater, is the story; of FBI agents )
tracking crooked politicians in Philadelphia. The play stars Charlcs Slebert
John M. jackson and Michacl Cavanaugh g

THE ATER

The Deal
by Lenore Blossom -

_ “The Deal,” Black Alley Theater' _
15231 Burbank Blvd., Van Nuys. =
8 p.m. Thursday and Friday:.7:30 pm.
Saturday; and 3 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. |
Sunday. Tickets range from $15. 50,

“to $19.507 Play runs until Novem- -
ber Theafer is gir-conditioned and L

wheel-chair accessible.

Entrapment, greed, trusi and

betrayal- intricately focus, diffuse

and re-focus-in playwright Mat- -
“The-Deal," "p]ay—..-_
ing at the Back'Alley Theater th ..
Van Nuys. F.B1. agents ."Peter._

thew Witten's

“{John M. Jacksonpand Ale;
- Nyl

crooked politicians in the act of
extorting money fmm busmess
developers:: -

. Alex is the boss and without. a
conviction ih three years, his. mo- -
tivation is.clear.'He fears being-

transferred to_Alaska unless he
traps a minimum ‘of ‘one corrupt
Philadelphian. Even though Alex
has his eye crooked:toward a
potentially ¢rooked governor's

mansion, he'll'throw cut the bait |
and catch what he can: every ofie

a keeper.
Everyone chases ‘his own suc-

cess, but where does ane diaw’
the: hne'? Playwright Witten- asks
the- aud1ence 1o wrestle with its:

collective conscience and-decide " -
if an honest politician, stymxed__.-":.--'

___by xed tape and 1mnahence is.a

_ wired for sound -are sent td""'
‘Philadelphia to catch local -

. -semble of maturity ari
_ ‘each 4ctor relishing the’ d
_..character Witten has af

“his conshtuenb .'-:Ca _anaugh is a"_"_
$easoned pro,’ ~winniiig the. audi-

. tangled wu'ed by owWn c0n5c1ence, .

and itis his struggie and eventual
decision that gives: “Tbe Deal” i

‘courage and heart,

A 32-year- ~old - playwrlght_'-
wh05e two favorlte authors are

_ Dr. Seuss:and.Elinore Leonard;

Witteén has written a taut political .
drama with guts, warmth and hu- .
mot. His clever manipulation of .

- fime and the potentially dry tan-
~gibles of the subject matter

serves to keep this play moving, a
visible page-turncr.
“The Back Alley offers a first-

‘hand. glimpse into ‘the ethics of -

political surveillance with its .
traditional Thursday night talk-
Back sessions, hosting a discus-

‘sion between audiehce and ex-
‘perts-in the.field, and a little’

it into the charac ers” -
=iDirecting these characters in. -
Alan Miller, With' delicate pacing . -
so impaortant to the expeértly bal- -

- ‘anced script. Imaginative-use of a
freeze-frame effect; aided by pre-

cise lighting from Lawrence -
Oberman and quahty' sound by

Jerry Sider; showcise director | -
“Miller's. inventive techmgue '

.'The four-member cast is an en- L

efice.over the monicit he stum-"

_ bles onstage; w1th hand out'-and N
‘heart on. sleeve.

]ackson as t
lectual”
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- ence 'over the moment, he stum
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Witten has written a tatst polilical

‘drama with guts, warmth and bu- -

mor. His clever manipulation- of . -

" time. and the potentially dry tan- .-
gibles of the subject matter
seives to keep.this play mowng,

visible page-turner. _
The Back Alley offers 4 first- -

~ hand glimpse into:the:ethics of -
" “political surveillance with ‘its -
. traditional Thursday night talk-

back sessions, hosting a discus-.
sion’between audience and ex- -
erts in -the field, and a llttie
sight into the-characters: T
~BDirecting these:. ;:haracters in

-Alan Mlller w;th dehcate pacmgf E
< I :

anced script. Imaginative useof a. B
freeze-frame effect, aided by pre-. .

~ cisé lighting from Lawrence’
. Obérman and quallty sound by.
. Jerry Sider, showcases’ d1rector o
v Mlller smventlve tethn ne. o

Snéciénce and' '

-his constltuency Cavanaugh isa..
cess, but where does ene- draw -Eseasoned pro; winning the audi
the line? Playwright Witten' asks’
the audience to wrestle with jts

5heart on sleeve:

bles onstage, W1_t_h hand out and'.-

Jackson a5, the' tortured_ mte]—-__:'-

by red tape and impatience, is a lectual it th
crook when he takes a-bribe to -

bring a 15:story hatel"along with .-
. hundreds of jobs, to his economi-
cally depressed home town. (The .

hotel being. a:figment of
the EB.I" mmagmatlonl

Live by the letter of the law,-
like: Alex, and yes, Jiminy. [Mi-
chael Cavanaugh) is dead in.the .
water. Yet, consider this: is delib-.
erately luring Jimmy, as he tee---
ters on the edge of that precipice, .. -

entrapment? Alex can't afford a
conscience; ice fishing in Alaska

doesn't appeal to his family. Alex

sends Peter to dangle the hook,
- Peter becomes hopelessly en-

-and growlh ate constant cempan-_
' _.10115 ' §

':bnnguig his atdience and him-

self to the realization-that:pain. -

‘Chartles Slebert portrays'

'Tommy, the completely corrupt ..
-politician J[immy: could become;
“with a slickness matched only by

the real Tommys of politics.

'Nyé's desperate Alex rounds out .
- the cast. John Ivo Gilles” twd-
“tiered set parallels the two--
‘dimensional thinking of the ‘an-
~ tagonists; icing on the cake {or
- grease on lhe palm} of “The
. Dcal' ER
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