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STAGE REVIEW

By SYLVIE DRAKE,
Times Theater Writer

here are several ways o
describe “Gloria Duplex” at
the Back Alley Theatre.
Schizophrenic. Confusing. Rousing.

But what is it exactly?

Consider the subtitle: “An Erotic
Worship Service for Theatre.”
Erotic ip service, yes. What-
ever happens takes place at Lu
Gremillion's paradoxical Kitten

The long of “Gloria Duplex”  Harvey
involves a convoluted set of diver-  kins (guitar) and Bill Shepherd
gent strands in search of a play.

story supervised by a benevolent The —what there is of

and surrounded by “sacred  it—begins with Gloria Tom Duplex
art” ( Dorian Vernac-  (Brenda ) into
chio and Deborah have the Kitten Paradise and getting

glitter from your nearest neighbor-  quips Lu,

‘Gloria’ Delivers Gaudy Gospel Service: But Is It Theater?

you're a girl, a boy or an apartment

complex” (an identity crisis afflict-

ing this enterprise as a whole).
She hires the bourbon-lovi
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and most deft. Writer Wells also
has a knack for the evocative turn
of phrase ("1 think God come to
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such as the semi-wondrous one
about the Chihuahua dog with the
power to take away asthma.
Semi-wondrous in fact is a good
measure to apply to “Gloria Du-
plex,” which, in the end, is more a

ered enough
Gloria. You can just
pints d':nbm she's helped put

about count the

Duplex,” the play,
doesn't quite. It burdens itself with
a periphery

Saudi
Arabian in shades) that only fur-

ther dims its own sense of what it

$15.50-§19.50; (818) 780-2240.

of odd-

redays. Ends Aug. 13. Tickets: “
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