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DRA CLUB

imate after all these years. Ron
. plays country/western Fridays
turdays.

5. Prairie, Lawndale. 371-1546 -
\S SALOON

y music and Tex/Mex cuisine.
sday-Saturday, 2-step to the
7 dance music of Harker &

5. Avalon, Carson. 835-2228
IDE

g, cocktails, pool league, big
V.. Thursday thru Sunday,

mntry band

Pacific Coast Hwy., Redondo

374-9314

BE’S .

1 Folk; Jazz, Blues and Pop. Cof-

b teas and homemade cakes at

ssion add to the warm, friendl

here. No alcohol served. Call

t info.

it 31st St., Santa Monica.
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13.
ALOMINO
ost famous country western
spot  in Southern  California.
ing top names in a funky at-
re. Full bar, all ages welcome;
aries, advance tickets for some
suggested. Thursday, Talent
‘riday, Jack Mack & The Heart
Saturday, Dick Dale & The
nes; Sunday, Jam Night; Mon-
he Flying Burrito Brothers;
iday, thm:? Eee;
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Top Country/Western entertain-
nights a week, starting at 8:30
aesday through Saturday, Dan
ig; Sunday & Monday, Retro
Happy-Hour 4-6 p.m.,; Monday -
iday; "Night Shift" Happy-Hour
1. to midnite, Monday thru
sday:

Palos Verdes Blvd., Torrance.
19.

p 40
ck/Dancing

BELLE’S
ay, Mini-Skirt Contest, hosted
ce Vidal of KIIS-fm; Friday &
¥, party with D] Morena and
sculptor Dennis Forel; Sun-
1 busy one...there’s Swing Danc-
m 4 to 9 p.m., a backgammon
nent starting at 7 p.m., pop
layed by a live DJ from 9 p.m. to
AND a Bikini Contest with cash
sign-ups start at 10 p.m.); Mon-
1sed {no wonder after Sunday!);
¢, Lip Sync contest with cash
10sted by Ron “Prince” Harris;
iday, All Styles Dance Contest
sh prizes (for ballet too?), win-
ill audition for TV's 'Dance
ind everyone gets comp. roses;
‘uesday-Friday, 5:30 to 9:30
1zz from the Richard Sherman

‘acific Coast Hwy., Redondo
316-1434

iR’S

ypular; 21 and over with 1.D.:
; and drink specials nightly,
‘hursday, Ladies Night, with
iesl Chest of the West" contest;
ind Saturday, the latest videos
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In an ambitious
nine-play cycle of
ancient Greek
drama, the Back
Alley Theater
merges myth and
history for a
modern audience.
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by Richard M. Finder

4
I t has been said ithat every

century attempts éo re-create
Greek theatre—the idea of the-
atre as the fullest possible poetic
expression, as set forth by Aris-
totle in his Poetics. The ideals in-

clude unities of $pace and
time, the sound of words them-
selves, scenery, musi¢, story and

music. Of course, nojone really
wants to see Euripides' works
played by bellowing. chanters
carrying masks. Teghnologies
change, but the dream remains.

The satire of Aristoplianes and
fantasies (as we seel them) of
Aeschylus need freshening from

time to time; political.‘eparties do
change over a couple of thou-
sand years, but Euripides, un- -
changed, still rivets the attention
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of a house.

Now the re-invention process
has begun again, with new trans-
lations by Kenneth Cavender
adapted by Cavender and John
Barton,

and director Allan Miller, two
who never backed off from a
challenge, are presenting nine
plays in a kind of marathon. It is
highly recommended that they
be seen on successive nights.

It is desirable to keep one’s
concentration between shows.
The stuff of these plays is the
essence of the noblest and worst
in mankind. Within the plays
themselves, the Greek chorus (as
is usual today, spoken by actual
characters), argues whether the
universe runs on blind chance, or

whether “..there is a morality

[ SSNELR—

via the Back Alley
Theatre. Producer Laura Zucker .

which binds even the gods.”

To the Greeks themselves, and
hidden within the legends upon
which these nine playlets are
based, there is a third possibility:
The gods are indeed bound by
morality but there is a random
factor at work, a kind of
Murphy's Law, personified as
the minor deity Dis (Strife).

Before the famous abduction
of Helen by Paris which began
the seige of Troy, Dis had a
golden apple made to be pre-
sented to ‘the fairest of the fair."
Three goddesses competed for
the prize (it was understood that
it was the power of the god-
desses over men's minds which
was really being judged): Hera,
nominal chief of female deities;
Athena, goddess of wisdom; and
Aphrodite, who was chosen by
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 FREE MORNING DELIVERY AVAILABLE

~ NEW! FROZEN YOGURT

EATINORTAKEOUT
CROISSANTS, SANDWICHES, -

'DESSERTS, FRESH JUICES,
_ ESPRESSO, CAPPUCCING .
1200 PACIFIC COAST HWY, HB.

. (st north of Alpha Beto)

ae Bl

 MONSAT 7 AM-6PM SUNS

AM3PM

Come join us. . .
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Paris, was goddess of sex.

Each deity had a dark side,
often represented by their hav-
ing two names. If Phoebus
Apollo gave the twin gifts of
music and prophecy, he was also
cruel and indifferent (and the
more so his twin sister, Artemis,
protectress of virgins while also
goddess of the hunt, and a par-
ticularly vengeful deity). For
success in warfare, the deity best
invoked was Athena, goddess of
wisdom and science, for as
Pallas Athena she delighted in
the science of warfare, and hav-
ing taught Theseus how to slay
the Gorgon, wore the Gorgon's
head on her shield, so that her
enemies were frozen when she
lifted it.

: I first play begins with the

propitiation of the Olym-
pians, and it is this, more than
the barbarous Trojan War itself,
which is to be the undoing of the
protagonists. Iphegenia In Aulis

brings us the pitiless spectacle of
Agamemnon, co-general (with
Menelaus) at the seige of Troy,

sacrificing his innocent, loving

daughter, Iphegenia, in hopes of
gaining favor of the gods.

The ploy, of course, is ill-fated,
and as much as the golden apple
itself (which took place before
the cycle of plays began, and was
known in detail to every Greek
theater-goer), this cruel murder
will itself beget murders even
crueler. Upon his return from
Troy; Agamemnon will be
caught in a net and slain by his
wife, Clytemnestra, when her
son Orestes returns, will be kill-
ed along with her lovers and
courtiers by Orestes and his
grief-mad sister, Electra.

Sex, violence and all manner
of excess are the norms at the
site of the war itself. The Iliad
(from which the second play is
adapted) begins with the wrath
of the goddess-born Achilles. His
concubine, Briseis, herself a war-
prize, was taken by Agamem-
non, whereupon Achilles allows
his fellows to be slaughtered by
the Trojans without lifting a
sword.

* Free-Flowing

CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

"% % * Three Star Award-Winner * * *
Los Angeles Restaurant Writers Association

ﬂﬁlﬂm oy

French Continental Cuisine

A TREAT FOR YOUR QUEEN OF HEARTS,

MOTHER’S DAY SUNDAY, MAY 11th
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS EARLY!

SUPERB MOTHER’S DAY BRUNCH & DINNER

SUPERB DINNERS
from $12.25

Includes Soup. Salad and

In a hair-raising finish to the
first cycle of three plays, Queen
Hecuba's children are killed, and
the Trojan women of the ruling
houses are carried into captivity.
Incidentally, in this most
masculine of worlds, the ac-
tresses are particularly outstan-
ding, notably Arlene Golonka as
Helen, Fran Bennett as Hecuba,
Sharonlea MacLean, as the grief-
ravaged beauty, Electra.

F rom an Olympian perspec-
tive, all the human endeav-
or, all the treachery, lechery and
blood emotions, become a joke
of more-than-human dimen-
sions. Indeed, more than Olym-
pian size, for Apollo puts in a

- brief appearance and behold!—

beneath his vaunted beauty he's
just a super-bully. Nothing is
what it has seemed to be, with
the result that the entire war, the

* feuds within and outside the

families, all were at best to
amuse the gods or perhaps not
even that much; the gods them-
selves became tired of our do-
ings.

eeing part three without

having attended the preced-
ing two parts is not worthwhile.
One really must start at the
beginning, with the awful spec-
tacle of a father sacrificing his
own daughter for the sake of
war. The third humorous cycle is
free from the first two. And,
once one becomes caught up in
the cycle (almost immediately,
the classic works form a com-
pelling reality. Although the
translation and adaptations are
questionable (especially pulling
out pieces from the Iliad), Homer
liked to spin a good yarn, and the -
classic Greeks well understood
that before you can teach a
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