Sunday, Marck 31, 1965

Daily News

Editorials

Culturally rich area
lacks own identity

By LUKE M. BANDLE

rom a cultural
standpoint, the Sen
Fernandn Valley is an
k enigma.

1t is rich with artistic outlets,
yetit has no cullyral identity of
15 awn,

Many major motion picture
and television studios make
their homes in the Valley, znd
tnuch of their filming i done

Second in a periedic series on

the San Fernands ¥alley and its
characier,

here, but Hollywood clalnys the
title of Entertainment Capital
of the Warld,

Sueeessful nightelubs abound
in the Valtey. In Skerman Qaks,
the L. A, Connection is a
weekend stop for improy,
‘sland-up, comedy sketches and
music, while the L. A. Cabaret
features different comedy acts
each night in Encino.

The Palomino s a nationally
Lnown elyb featuring top-name
countey talent, while fazz of all
kinds fiotirishes at The Baked |
Polatg, Carmelo's, Donte’s and
other Valley locations,

Many of the most famons
rack, new wave and pop music
acig appoar regularly at the
Universal Amphitheatre, along
with such family-oriented fare
as “Fantasy on [ee," featuring
Mymple skaters Randy
Gardrer and Tai Batkionia.

And many Valley restaurants
and piano bars provide live
entertainmment. | R

Ta all thlg, add a wide varioty
of exhibits, studie tours and a
long list of talented, man-profit
theatrical and music
organizations alive and
relatively well in the Valley,
and it would appear there iz a

Iot of direet intercst in matters

of culture, :
Through the years, cultural
offerings in the Valley have
been found in such diverse and
sometimes ill-auited places ag
school duditariums, church
halls, multi-purpose rooms,
college theaters and
gy¥mnasiums, public park
recreation buildings, aervice
club halls, restaurants,
nighteiubs and the orcagionally
operative Starlight Bowl in

* Hurbanl;,

As a result, the Valley's
cultural heritage is a long one, -
but it i3 fargely unknown,

Valley residents have
emoyed elassical musical
offerings, for example, by the
San Fernando Valley
Symphony Assosiation (a group
Wwith 4 37-year tradition of free
ronearts whose 1984 scason
wag severely curtailed by rising
rogts and shrinking grants}, the
San Fernandg Valley
Community Concert
Association, Los Angeles Solo
Hepertory Orchestra, Cota )
Symphony (dedicated Lo rarefy
performed works {or orchestra,
chowus and soloigts), Southern
California Conservatary of
Musie, The Glendale Symphony
Orchesira and the Valiey
Master Chorale (now

i
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artiele for the Dailv News,

celebrating its 1eh
anniversary),

There kave also beon
performarees by thg Valley
Opera, Vatley Youth
Orchestras/CBUN Youth
Orchestra Academy, the Van
Nuys Civie Orehestra, the San
Fernande Valley Theatre of
Performing Az, the Haval
Cavaliers Youth Band and
Valley Cultural Center's
Coneerts in the Park,

For dance thers is the
Americana Dance Theatre,
Baltet Folklorien Estudianti]
Culcacalli and the Valentine
Qumansky Dramatic Dance
Foundation among athers,
Danee is also experienced as a
part of the Speeciat Guast Artist
series at Califarnia State
University, Northridge.

Visual arts opportunities n
the Valley have been provided
by the Brandes Ari Tnatitute,

‘Burbank Art Association,

California Art Club and artist
asggoriations such as West
Yalley Artists, the San
Fernande Valley Art Club and
the ¥alley Aptists Guild.
Amaong the many equity
waiver theaters and theater-
relaled sreanizations in the
netwark af Valley art
ingtitutions have heen Actors
Alley, Bark Alley Theatra (a
very active 93 seats), Encing
Theatre Group, Granada.
Caommunity Theatre, Main
Stage Theatre, the Megaw
Theatre, P.ART, Theatre,
Players Theutre, Synthaxis’
Theatre Company, Theatre
Fixchange, Room for Theatre,
Showboat Theatre and Victory
Theatre, Soverzl of these
groups have won awards for
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excellence and all have aetive
followings.

There are even historical
.. groups whose mission is preserv-

¢ ing cultural landmarks as  art

forms of the past and interpret-
ing their history for the future.
In this category are the San Fer-
nando Valley Historical Society,
- Chatsworth Historical Society
. and Northridge Cultural Arts/
| Historical  Society, as wel! as

{ Bottle Village in the Simi Valley.

This is only a partial list of the
‘groups which have had a cultur-
~al impaet on the Valley. And it
" may come as a surprise to arts
- patrons who identify legitimacy
with the offerings over the hiil
in Los Angeles. It may, in fact,
even be a sheck to some who
live here.

Several major institutions with
muiti-disciplinary arts programs
of national repute are found in
the Valley, including California
Institute for the Arts which pre-
sents approximately 800 differ-
ent music, theater, dance, film
and art offerings to the public
each year. The majority of these
are concerts given by the sty-

dents; however, about 100 are
presented by visiting artists,

Most are offered at no charge,
but the largest space available
can seat only some 325 patrons.

The School of the Arts at Cali-
_fornia’ State University,
- Northridge, presents a minimum

of 350 performances by students
- and faculty and approximately
five professional stagings open

te the public. These are situated

on stage in either the 400-seat,

the 200-seat or the 150-seat the.

ater, . _
Several fine community col-
leges are located in the Valley —

- aii producing public arts pro-
grameg with offerings by students

“and faculty, and by way of tour-

ing and artist-in-residence pro-
grams.

Pierce College gives student
performances in theater, dance
and music of about 60 each year
and offers some 25 visiting art-
ists to the publie. Valley College
gives around 80 student-based
and J8 visiting-artist perfor-
mances. Mission College offers
student performances of Ballet

- Folklorieo. :

In @ morc commercial realm,
the Valley is the real home to
the nation’s motion picture. and
Lelevision industry. Columbia
Pictures, Disney Studios, The
Burbank Studios, Universal
Television, Universaj Features,
Dick Clark Productions and the
National Broadcasting Corp.,
among others, employ thousands
of highly creative actors, direc-
tors, writers and technicians to

turn out movies and television

programs seen around the world.
Surrounding the studics are
countless small production and

technical ‘companies that make

fitms, records, props, costumes
and the like, :

Still, the San Fernando Valley -

has nothing that can be consid-
ered a cultural center, and a
number of groups ~— including
the Cultural Foundation, the San
Fernando Valley Arts Counci]
and the Valley Cultural Center
— Wwish to change that situation,

The Valley's geographic size,
growing population (more than
1.6 millien} and economic geod
heaith are major arguments used
by local arts backers in support
of a cultural complex of the Val-
ley'sown. :

The average family income in
the Valley"in 1981 was $27,758.
Recent surveys show that many
of these families are locking for
first-class, convenient culiural
outlets on which to spend some
of their discretionary dollars.

. A report prepared by Struman
& Associates in mid-1984 re-
vealed that even though Valley
residents are unhappy with the
lack of cultural facilities in the
San Fernando Valiey, 30 percent
of the Valley's adult residents
had attended at least one cuitur-
al event in the past year. Many
indicated they would have gone
lo more but were inhibited by
distance and travel time,

At present, the areas of fastest
growth are the West Valley

' communities of Agoura, Calaba-
. 5as, Newbury Park and West-

lake, and Valencia on the Val-
ley’s north fringe. As people
move farther from the Los An-
geles core, one argument goes,
they will find it increasingly
iroublesome to attend cultural
events at downtown locations,

A recent study by the IHarri-
son Price Co, of Los Angeles in-
dicated that Valley residents be-
lieve their quality of life would
be greatly enhanced if they had
more cultural attractions in bet.
Ler facilities close at hand,

To that end, the Cultural
Foundation, a non-profit organi-
zation directed by about 40 area
corporate and civic leaders, will
begin a campaign this year to

raise funds for two state-of-the-
art cultural complexes in the
Valley: @ Arts Park L.A. — a
164-acre site in the Sepulveda
Basin on federal land controlied
by the U.8. Army Corps of Engi-
neers and administered in coop-
eration with the City of Los An-
geles Department of Recreation.
and Parks, where plans call for
phased development of a 40-aere
landscaped lake with lagoon and
waterfall, a 2,500-seat theater,
indoor and outdoor artist work
and exhibit spaces, a 2(0-seat
outdoor performance glen with
natural amphitheater seating, a
museum and other family-ori-
ented spaces. The site plans for
that area were developed by the
local architectural firm of Skid-
more, Owings and Merrill.

® Warner Performing Arts
Square '— a section of Warner
Park 'in the West Valley area
where a small theater district is
being developed. Architectural
plans in progress by Hardy Holz-
man Pfeiffer Associates, consid--

ered one of the finest theatrical
architectural firms in the coun.
try, include a 650-seat theater, a
1,200-seat coneert hall, a 150-200
seat "black box” experimental
theater that can double as g 99-
seat equity-waiver theater, a re-
hearsal hall and a variety of sup-
port facilities in a performing
arts center complex. Further en-
hancement of the passive park

. on the remainder of the site is

planned, with ¢n-site parking for

~ theater-goers included.

The price tag for both facilities

" is projected at $72 million, with a

planned completion date of 1890,
A survey of financial resources
is scheduled to begin within a
few weeks. .

Since 1980, the Cultural Foun-

_ dation has spent about $250,000 a

year on research into the Val-
ley’s cultural needs and on com-
pleting legal, architectural and
environmental requirements,

The projects have consider-
able civic and political support,
but opposition is strong, too.



Gl T TTY TS e wan LiGuIy ddld, DU
. anarea the size of the sixth larg-
- estcity in the United States not
.~ 0 have major professional visual
.or performing arts facilities of
.Any kind iz depriving the citi-
-zens of that arca easy access to a
-eultural life. 1 support and en-
.courage the plans to build cui-
otural centers in the San Fernan-
do Valley.” T '
+. Some backers of a proposed
.*$100-million expansion project
1 planhed at the Los Angelas Mu-
isic:Center question the need for
-additional facilities in the Valley,
pointing out that a large number
“of Valley residents — particular-
1y those from the Fast Valley —
“already attend events there,
‘They suggest the money might

-he’better spent on improving fa-

“eilities downtown,

. However, Allan Colman, presi-
“’dent of the Music Center’s opera-
+ting company, disagreed. “I be--
‘lieve the addition of facilities to

make a greater number of cul-

tiral and entertainment offer.

ings available in Southern Cali-

fornia is a positive step,” he said.

T Valley Councilwoman Joy

Picus said, “The San Fernando

© Valley has matured in terms of

the kinds of cultural activities it

needs and demands. Valley resi-

- dents should no longer have to

- travel all over the Southland to

attend plays, concerts, art exhib-

: 'its and special cultural events.

“.We deserve our own facilities
right here in the Valley.”

Robert Fitzpatrick, president

‘of California Institute of the Arts

- is not so sure. "There is an enor-

mous polential audience in the

Valley, and clearly we need ad-

ditional cultural activity, but
. civilization, as tempting as the
‘~thought might be, is not just a
= question of bricks and mortar
" and building facilities.”

- He emphasized, “It is a ques-
- ton rather of openness of spirit,
- a willingness to take risks and to
- welcome new ideas and new art-

ists. The Valley will have come

- of age when it learns to be com-

fortable with being uncomfort-
-able ... when it spends more on

.resources nourishing the mind
that it spends on its front lawn.”?
Moral support has come from

other geographic areas.

Arts backers in Orange Coun-.
“ty, responding to similar studies.
showing that members of their

community were also balking at

‘the time and distance from home ..
to the Music Center, has moved -
ahead with a project to build an
$85-million facility all their own.
"At least some of them see the -
Valley projects as a boost for tha ..
arts in general and a boon to pa-.-

trons. .

“Because the’ Music Center is

booked solid much of the time, it.
seems logical that with the open-

ing of the Orange County Per-.
forming Arts Center and comple- -
tion of the two projected theater

projects in the Valley, more af-

fordable shows could be present-. .
ed in Los Angeles.” said Dick
Kitzrow, public relations direc- - .
tor for the Orange County cen-

Ler,

cessful performing arts facilities

in the Valley. “Millions of pa*
trons deserve to have their own, "

theaters and concert halls,”
Mitze added. '

Commissioner Madeleine Lan-. .
dry of the Los Angeles Depart-,
ment of Cultural Affairs, echoed.
Lthat view. “The desire of Valley
residents for theatrical and arts-
facilities of their own takes noth->"
ing away from their pride as res-
idents of Los Angeles that the , .
Music Center just celebrated its
20tk anniversary and is planning -
for expansion.. We see the pro-"
jected new facilities in' the Val- - -

ley as complimentary rathe
than compeltitive,” she said.

Surveys and statistics not- |
with#tanding, one of the argu- |
ments against a Valley cultural
center i a belief that local pa- .
tronage would be inadequate tg

support such a ecomplex,

The demise of the Valley Mu- -
sic Theater, a much less ambi-

tious in-the-round facility built
in the 1960s and closed in the

*1970s, is cited as an example of

lack of support. The building

now houses the Jehovah's Wit-""
ness Valley Assembly Hall. -
Why, it may be asked, should ax- _

other theaier be built when one

has already failed?

Times have changed, says the | .
Cultural Foundation. The public " .
has grown, and so has its sup-
port. Valley residents have be- ™
come ‘more selective about thg "’
‘manner in which they spend

their leisure time.

The needs of performance -
groups are also growing. The
foundation sees Arts Park L.A. .
and . Warner Performing Artg. -
Square as providing local groups -
with first-class facilities in ' -
which to perform and offering
artists options for development
of new projects, thereby encour;
aging increased financial sup- -

port of local arts entities, |

It also sees the proposed facili- .

tics as providing an outlet for

groups. who currently may not
be able to perform in the Los An- -
geles area because the Music

Center operates at capacity,

Tom Mitze, producing director .
{ the 8-year-old La Mirada Civic
Theatre says he believes there is_
tremendous poiential for sue- -

The Cultural Foundation envi-, |

sions the presentation of an ar-)

ray of musicals, plays, ballet, op- '
cra, symphony, jazz and.:pop

~ offerings that will alter atten-:"

dance habits throughout South..”

ern California by allowing resi:

dents of the San Fernando
Valiey to regularly attend cul-""

tural events, visit museums and - -

utilize two park sites without o
having to travel long distances.”
While a high percentage of

people surveyed are in agree- 1
ment that cultural facilities aré © -

needed in the Valley, not every:,
one is in agreement on which
ones, what kind, how many, in"
what location and on what time- -
frame.
Perhaps the fact that the Val -
ley is a community of communi-
ties has made the issues more '
difficult to address. o
It has been said the real prob- -
lern of establishing a cultural
identity for the Valley may stem
from an overabundance of
strong-minded, talented individ-
ualists unready {o compromise

‘on the means to achieve the '

goals — even though their ulti<
male goals are the same. L
There are also still mavericks .

. — those people who insist thaf ="

to change one blade of grass will:"

ruin the real, down-to-earth val-~ -

ue of living in this area. And

there are those who will answer.-.- -

that change, even change for the.
better, can be painful, T

When a large community of
people are involved, it is inevita-
ble that there will be disagreé- .
ment. But it is clear there is a
growing cultural consciousness
in the Valley, and that can only
be good for the arts.




The Valley's artistio
outlets are many.
Clockwise from top;
Warner Bros,

rart of the Burbank
Studios, is among the
many film companies
fecated in Burbank and
Universal City.
Carmele's, in Sherman
Oaks. is one of several
welkknown locat jazz-
ciubs. Burbank's
Starlight Bow! has had
‘an yp-and-down life as a
sity for concerts and
plays. The Back Alley
Theatre stagss equity
waiver performances in
Van Nuys,
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names in musicats, but madequate support led to its demise in the
1970s. The buiding is now used by the jehovah's Wirasses.

The Valley tMusic Theater, an in-the-round facilty, overlooked Ven-
tura Boulevard in Woodtand Hils., R featured some wel-known

o5y Cally Hews

sarry Walaons Dary

The Burbank Studios and others make the Valley  Tog, the marquee outside Universal Stu-
the genuine film capital of the world. .

.:I.'m Rt 2isen: Dady wawy
ment. Above, a pices of sculpture at Case
dios complex points the way 1o entertain-  Tornia Instiute of the Arls in Valonoa,

: Hrws
Calarg effers multi-discipknary programs of nationat repute. Each cllered to the publig, including about 100 by visting arts's. The
year, about B0O musiz, theater, dance, fim and art pragrams are Valley area is not without its share of cultural rches.
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