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STAGE REVIEW

24 HOURS’

'REFRESHING,

INVENTIVE

By SYLVIE DRAKE,
Tiimies Stafif Writer

L was 4 clever idea to start wilhs

commisgioning playwrights to

write 10-minute one-acts {give
ar take o minute), ope for each howr
of the day, then stringing them
Logether into two evenings of 12
pieces each called "AM™ and “FPM."

(O course,

The resulting “24 Hours™ {(um-
brella title) at the Back Alley
Theater in Van Nuys (8 & particular
kind of marathon that’s been tried
before, but misch less succeasfully,

In 1978, the Actors’ Theater of
Louisville staged a grouping of
mipi-one-acts called “Holidays™

based on all the major holidays of
the year; and in 1980 the Odyssey

Thsaler Ensemble tried “The Great

American Playwrights' Show,” (al-
&6 known as "GAPE"), a siring of
five-minute shorties that chiefly
had brevity n common. 'With the
singular exception of a clever Mar-
gha Norman plaviet (in “Holl-
days™)y, nelther collection rose
much above the level of five-finger
eXETCises,

This attempt is much betier,

Happily, under the guidance of
playwright Oliver Hailey (whose
idea it was and whose oblique sense
of humor it reflocts), members of
the Back Allev's Writers Lab have
borne forth 24 mostly, inspired
mini-plays. They run the gamut
from your basic Carcl Burneil-in-
fluenced TV sketch (“Fules of the
House™ by Dona Cooper) and your
standsrd lump-in-the-throat
monologues {Rick Lenz's “Mr.
Broadway,” Jeff Levy's “Shotgun

Alan Oppenheimer, Doris Roberis, center, Hqtrgcm I Keefe in
and Bonnie Zindel's “ Lemons in the Morning pﬂﬂna‘"H Hourg,*

Willia"'y, to some adventlrodws,
fliniy, tender, ariginal and esoterie
pieces, proving, Ume and again, (hat
you don’t have to be long-winded Lo
be good,

Om the contrary. The plays deliv-
er plenty of oddball humor that is,
howewer, nearly always rooted in a
desply human context. Perhaps the
most complele and completely mat-
Iafving are Michael Lesson's “Love
Sonmet"” and Susan Silver's “Five-
Minute Romance,” hath Teatured in

the “AM™ portion of the program,

Leeson provides a shatlering l*
50 funny and sirangely ramantie)’
insight into an aging and severaly ;
chilled-down marriage, while Bif&
ver, like some sort of deadly scell-
rate magic lantern, riffles—start th)
finish—through the unfemitting
agonles of o model modern. ﬁ]r
relationship.

Sam Bobrick (of “Norman Is TEE '
You?™} has contributed two prick-
lessly zany itema to “PM."” One Hr
“An Eastern Fable,” wherein a New
Yorker i suspected of having cons!
tracied terminal shallowness for'
expressing a dekire o move (o Lo
ﬁ.nll:lﬂ { Elhm-\‘:rlul:mlthlﬂ'l

an epidemic,” cries the hd]]'“
l.hl.l‘.un dn-ch:uf in at } Thé
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‘24 HOURS’PLAYLETS

Chintinuad from First Poge

quee, ward games (Hailey's own “About Time"), poetic
metaphysica (Michael Lewis' "Sunrise on Earth”) and
characler studies (Beth Henlew's “Hymn in the Attie™ ),

If that's not offbeat enough, we have getting fired the
modernn way (Jim MeGinn's "The Termination™),
geiting laid the modern way (Fredi Towbin's “Love ina
mh":,uﬁqmmu.mmmmwm
ego trips, loging one’s mind and other such intimate
terrors.

Space limitations prevent & more individual analysis
which hpre is o the good, since it safeguards the
plecious element of surprise. What is encouraging is the
réfreshing and seemingly unlimited inventivensas de-
ployed. Beyond those already mentioned, the writers
(known and unknown) are Allan Miller, David Link,
Daniel Gregory Brown, Terry Kingsley Smith, Lee
Thomas, Jerry Mayer, Pamela Chais, Christine Rimmer,

and Paul Zindel, Ann Raymond, Jack Matcha
and Marcia Rodd. Los Angeles can use them,

Actors it's got. Performances in "4 Hours™ are
uniformly superior, with cloguent direction contributed
by Marcia Rodd, Michael Lessac, Beverly Sanders,
Barbara Schults, Dona Cooper, Will Mackenzie and
Allan Miller { who also supervised ),

Performers include John Anderson, Ellzabeth Hoff-
man, Jim Hornbeck, Paul Keenan, Alan Oppenheimer,
Joy Garret, Margaret O'Keefe and Doris Roberts in
“AM"; Phillip Allen, Bandy Kenyon, Jackis Cassell, Val
Bettin, Rosanna Huffman, Peter Van Norden, Mary
MeCusker and Maxine Stuart in “PM."

Zoe Wells has designed a stark unit set oddly
reminiscent of “The Honeymooners” ™ apartment on TV.
Christopher Milliken has supplied no-frills lighting and
Hilzry Sioans has coordinated all costumes. '

-Bound design by Leonora Schildkraut is unobirusive,
a8 15 Dick de Benedictis’ original musie, which, in both
cases is o compliment. Laura Zucker produced with
Joanna Bonglovanni, ;

Even though "FM™ appears to have a slight edge
quality over "AM,” "AM" contains the two uncontested
winners of the 24-play field, so both programs’are
strongly recommended —at your lelsure. Effortiess fun
is the name of this game, with satisfaction virtually
guaranised. ™

If a play lan't quite up to your standards, you only
have o wall -4 minute. Another will soon be along.
That's the beauty of the format, Its challenge and, in this
case, [Ls triumph,

Performances ai 15231 Burbank Blvd (near the

s

corner of veda) run weskands untl Nav. T, ;
e e e . e o i
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