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but neither play breaks free of Lhe ]

ept. for the fact that both run a bit longer than they
for their own good, however, there is considerable
48 each. “Yanks " has a built.-in logistical problem that

8ives:the impression the play develops in slow motion and

-wellget to that in a minute. But “Rubbers,” done with re-
= gnﬁz and cohesion has hilarious potential, ;
s a farce set in the New. York'.StaLe.Assembly, but it

ight as well be the L.A. City Council Chamber any day of
the.week. The Great Debate is raging over a bill to legalize
_the open display for sale of contraceptives. Naturally, the
“bill was introduced by an assemblywoman and the holier-
- thap~thou choir of indignation comes from the assembly-
- mén Who oppose it with the caterwauling of injured bulls.
- “Rubbers” satirizes the obvious. The circus atmosphere

- In.which self-serving and/or self-aggrandizing politicians

_4hrive is a natural target that ardly needs inflating to be
~ funny. But the 11 actors at the Backalley—and by associa-

tion director Laura Zucker—are so intent on telling us and

- showing us how funny, that restraint flies out the window
aif_sfi:uhesiun. falls apart. .

“With few. exceptions, each actor seems determined to

outshine the next, blowing the whole shot. The exceptions

%Ehe lone and sometimes drowned-out assemblywoman,
"Or the rest, caricaturing is frequently so pronounced that
it borders on smugness—a trap real-life politicians. also
have been known to fall into, : '
“Footnote: The mail displayed by Mr. Tomato (James
Hornbeck) is clearly blank and llene Kristen's Miss Sinkk
- @f 80 0Wn in history as the first court reporter who can
-~ do"her job with one hand. Intentional e ation or
oversight? Director Zucker doesn’t make it clear—which is
the problem when farce fails to take itself seriously,
- ““Yanks" is quite a different play, more mellow and more
Wry. Tom Bower is very convincing as 37-year-old
~ “Duke” Bronkowski, the disgruntled pitcher who cogitates
beétween lousy tosses about his crumbling life. With each

nm; € is economic security, the wife, the razor
e commercials. As the afternoon wears on, he %ets
eckled by opposing players (Hornbeck, Roger Reid, Wil- {
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